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SUBJ: FLOODING IN HONAN 

REF: HONG KONG 9768 

1. FLOODING IN HONAN (REFTEL) CONTINUES TO AFFECT RAIL 
TRANSPORTATION IN CHINA, AND THE CENTRAL CHINA LINE HAS 
BEEN OUT OF OPERATION BETWEEN PEKING AND CANTON FO ABOUT 
FOUR WEEKS. NCNA OFFICIALS IN HONG KONGA AT MALAYSIAN 
NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION (SEPTEMBER 1) TOLD AUSTRALIAN 
DIPLOMATS THAT THE RAIL LINE REMAINED OUT OF SERVICE 
BECAUSE OF THE FLOODING. AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY PEKING 
OFFICIAL (BROWN) CONFIRMED THAT DURING HIS AUGUST 23 FLIGHT 
TO CANTON FLOODING WAS WIDESPREAD IN THE CHENGCHOW AREA 
AS WELL AS IN THE AREA ALONG THE KIANGST'HUPEH BORDER. 

2. AUSTRALIANS HAD FURTHER EVIDENCE OF HIS THIS IS 
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UNABLE TO HIP EXHIBIT CATELAGOUES FROM HONG KONG TO 
PEKING WITH THE MATERIAL STUCK IN A HONG KONG WAREHOUSE 
AWAITING DELIVERY BETWEEN AUGUST 21 AND AUGUST 30. 
INTITIAL CHINESE INSTRUCTIONS WERE NOT TO MOVE THE 
MATERIAL, AND ONLY INTERCESSION WITH NCNA ENABLED THE 
AUSTRALIANS TO MOVE IT ON THE 31 ST VIA THE SHANGHAI 
COASTAL ROUTE. IN ADDITION, NEW ZEALAND COMMISSION 
OFFICER RICHARDS MENTIONED THAT NEW ZEALAND LANGUAGE 
STUDENT WHO LEFT CHINA LAST WEEK HAD TAKEN NUMEROUS 
PHOTOGRAPHS SHOWING THE RESULTS OF FLOODING WHICH 
INCLUDED HIGH WATER MARKS ABOVE THE ENTRANCE DOORS OF 
HOMES. THE STUDENT HAD EXITED CHINA BY RAIL FROM 
SHANGHAI, BUT HAD TO FOLLOW THE COASTAL ROUTE WHICH 
APPARENTLY CONTINUES TO REMAIN OPEN AS NCNA OFFICIALS 
INDICATED ON AUGUST 22 (REFTEL). 
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